Adult T-cell leukemia in two siblings. Acute crisis of smoldering disease in one patient.
Two cases of human T-cell leukemia virus (HTLV)-positive adult T-cell leukemia (ATL) in brother and sister are presented. Six of 15 members of this family were seropositive for antibodies for ATL-associated antigens (ATLA). The sister of the ATL patient developed overt ATL after 5 years and 8 months of smoldering ATL. Immunologic examinations during the smoldering phase were normal except for negative skin tests for purified protein derivative. Factors leading to the induction of ATL among HTLV carriers remain to be studied.